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South Africa, Isaiah 61 and the Kingdom Come 
 
Last week I said we in South Africa are in Isaiah 60 time as a nation to be a witness to 
the nations.  This week we move to Isaiah 61 to see the Lord's strategy on how we 
accomplish this.....and why the American gospel of the coming of Jesus is totally 
wrong. 
 
I made a bold assertion last week about the prophetic destiny of South Africa.  I made 
the following points: 
- Contrary to the American gospel of the "end times" the world system is not heading 
to an Antichrist led one world government supposedly led by some great leader out of 
the "Revived Roman Empire of Europe".  
- The world system is disintegrating out of a "Unipolar American hegenomy" to a 
multi-polar fractured world of new political and economic and cultural alliances. 
- South Africa is an integral part of this new multi-polar emerging world system. 
- Since the Lord God is ruler of the world and not Satan this new "Tower of Babel" 
moment of a fracturing world is designed by the Lord so that nations can be divided 
into "sheep nations" and "goat nations" 
 
God is able to do this because..... 
"For the kingdom if the Lord's and He is the governor among the nations" (Psalm 
22:28"   and God is able by His will to create nations to display His glory... 
"All nations whom you have made shall come and worship before you O Lord and 
shall glorify thy name"  (Psalm 86:9) 
 
But how do I tie South Africa specifically into a nation "whom thou has made to 
glorify thy name"?  Because Isaiah tells us specifically of one such nation that God 
will raise up.  He does not give the name of the nation because unlike all the other 
nations he prophecies about like Egypt, or Assyria, etc this nation was yet to be made 
in the future.  So he describes where this nation will be: 
 
"Ah to the land..... beyond the rivers of Ethiopia....."  (Isaiah 18)  The land is on the 
other side, beyond Ethiopia if you are looking south from Jerusalem.  What is 
happening there? God tells the nations to take note.... 
"All you inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth see when he lifts up an 
ensign (flag) on the mountains and when he blows a trumpet..." (Isaiah 18:3) 
What must the world see? 
"In that time shall the present be brought unto the Lord of hosts....." (Isaiah 18:7) 
Zephaniah 3:10 repeats this prophecy about the people of Southern Africa.... 
"From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants even the daughter of my 
dispersed shall bring my offering." 
What is the present to be brought to the Lord of Hosts by the people of Southern 
Africa?  Zephaniah says these people are "the daughter" of Jerusalem and they will 



bring an offering to the Lord.  Isaiah says they will bring a "present" to the Lord. So 
what will the daughter bring?  Micah tells us.... 
 
Mic 4:7  And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was 

cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in 
mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.  

Mic 4:8  And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter 
of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom 
shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.  

 
Now this is very important because Micah chapter 4 begins with the well known..  
 
Mic 4:1  But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of 

the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall 
flow unto it.  

Mic 4:2  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for 
the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem.  

Mic 4:3  And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

 
What Micah 4:7-8 says yes nations will flow into the Kingdom of God it will all start 
with one...a halting crippled people dispersed by God and despised by the world 
...they will be the first dominion to bring in the Kingdom...that is the present and the 
offering that Zephaniah and Isaiah says will be brought to the Lord by the people 
"beyond the rivers of Ethiopia"...Southern Africa! 
 
(For more detailed scriptural argument I refer you to my books on the website "The 
Radical Gospel of the Kingdom" and "Southern Africa's Prophetic Destiny") 
 
Ok, so what is next...How do we make this happen? 
 
The key is the very next chapter of Isaiah 61..... 
"The spirit of the Lord is upon me....." 
 
At the very start of Jesus' ministry in the Synagogue of Nazareth Jesus opened to the 
book of Isaiah (as told in Luke 4:18-19)..... 
"The spirit of the Lord is upon me......"  When He finished reading this passage He 
told the people...."This is this scripture fulfilled among you". 
 
What Jesus said was...This is my ministry agenda, this is how we make Isaiah 60 
happen, this is how we make a light shine to the nations, this is how we raise up the 
waste places, this is how we restore the Kingdom of God on earth.  I set out for you 
God's agenda of Isaiah 60 last week...so now lets see what Jesus said about how He 
intends to get it done to create a new world order.... 
 



Isa 61:1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me 
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  

Isa 61:2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;  

Isa 61:3  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.  

Isa 61:4  And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the 
former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, the 
desolations of many generations.  

 
There is so much to unpack here as to what is on the Kingdom agenda but I wish to 
just make this point among many others to point out the practical problems that are to 
be addressed by this Kingdom vision....did you note that repairing desolations of 
waste cities is on God's Kingdom agenda?  That means that one of the signs that the 
Kingdom of God has come to Southern Africa is that our more than 200 dysfunctional 
municipalities are fixed so that services like water and sanitation and schooling and 
health services are delivered to the poor. 
 
If you do no think that sanitation is part of God's agenda then you have not read the 
law given to Moses by the Lord who said human waste must be removed out of the 
camp of the people.  And Jesus said I have not come to abolish the law (since He was 
the one who gave it)....but to fulfill the law! 
 
Within our Spirit filled movement we glory in this scripture "The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me..."  As a Pentecostal I was raised with the sign that the Spirit of the Lord is 
upon is because I speak in tongues.  So we look for and identify the mighty move of 
God in great crowds, mega-churches, mass revival meetings, spectacular public 
displays of God's power. 
 
Don't get me wrong, I love all that stuff, I love praise and worship and seeing the 
prophetic and apostolic in action. But all that is good when you are saving souls for 
the Kingdom of God.   
 
But this Isaiah 61 agenda is far beyond that.  This is an agenda for saving nations and 
bring the Word of God to apply to nations so that nations reflect the glory of God.  
 
- When you want to preach good news to the poor then you better have God's 
economic program of Jubilee ready. 
- If you want to liberty to captives then you better know God's program to deliver the 
debt slaves of the nation 
- If you want to turn mourning to joy and a spirit of heaviness to a garment of praise 
then you need to address the fact that statistically 75% of the population is dealing 
with some form of clinical mental depression. 
- And if you want to deal with the brokenhearted you are dealing with a population of 
people who are afflicted with lives of broken dreams from expectations dashed by the 
cruelties of life 



- And if you want to lay a solid foundation for a healthy society it will need to address 
cultural degradation of generations past and practically you need to rebuild waste 
national infrastructure of dysfunctional economic and political structures. 
 
So you might ask but how does that square with the ministry of Jesus after the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Him?  How did He address these issues?  Let me give you a 
fresh perspective on some examples.... 
 
Go to Luke chapter 19....it starts with Jesus encounter.... 
Luk 19:2  And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was 

the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.  
  
Zacchaeus was a "Publican".  The Romans had syndicates of "publicani" who would 
be mafia type organized crime syndicates.  The Roman government would issue 
tenders for various regions for tax collection.  You and your fellow bandits tender and 
say we will offer you so much money for the right to collect taxes in this region.  
Today in South Africa we would all them "tenderpreneurs".  These organized crime 
syndicates would extort way more money than legal taxes and skim the vast profits 
for themselves.  The Jewish public hated them. 
 
Jesus told Zacheaus I am coming to sleep over at your place tonight.  The leader of 
the local mafia Publican crime syndicate got saved that night.  The disciples were so 
astounded that Jesus said "This day salvation is come to this house".  Now here is 
their response right after this and I need you to understand this verse.... 
 
Luk 19:11  And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, 

because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear.  

 
The disciples were totally confused about how Jesus was going about bringing the 
Kingdom of God to Israel.  Publicans are the enemy. He is the Messiah.  The Messiah 
should be killing the enemy.   
 
Jesus saw their confusion.  They thought the Kingdom was to appear immediately so 
to explain what His Kingdom agendas was Jesus then gave them a parable.  I will give 
you the first verses.... 
 
Luk 19:12  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country 

to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.  
Luk 19:13  And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten 

pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.  
  
"Occupy till I come!"  The American church is in confusion.  They think it is end 
times the Kingdom must suddenly appear when Jesus returns to Jerusalem and kills 
His enemies in mass slaughter. No we have to "occupy" and that is how He comes! 
Jesus is warning them....I am seemingly going away for a long time but I am 
equipping you to carry on my work. 
 
So lets follow Jesus further to Jerusalem in Luke 19 and see what He does.... 
Luk 19:28  And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up 

to Jerusalem.  



 
What did He do in Jerusalem?  Well He went into the temple, made a whip and 
chased out the money changers.  What were they doing?  The temple was the chief 
banking operation in Jerusalem.  They were doing what we call "forex exchange".  
They received the temple tithe money from pilgrims all over the Roman empire and 
telling them sorry we cannot except your Roman denarii with the emporer's face on it 
but we will exchange it for proper Temple shekels.  The forex banking scam here was 
that there was a lot more silver in the Roman denerii than the Temple shekel and the 
they kept the difference.  It was huge monetary profits from monetary fraud. 
 
What did Jesus do? He cleaned up the fraudulent banking system of Jerusalem and at 
the same time the religious manipulation that was needed to keep the scam going. 
 
Now lets follow Jesus to Samaria, to a well and a Samaritan woman.  She drew water 
for Jesus.  Jesus went out of His way to cross into Samaria to meet with her.  She had 
5 husbands and the man she was living with was not her own.  This was not some 
loose woman exploiting men for money.  This was a brokenhearted woman.  In that 
culture women could not divorce men. Men divorced women when they wanted 
younger prettier wives.  When you have been handed around 5 times by men and the 
one you are with is not sure if he really wants to marry you but you have no where to 
go and no work...then you are an abused and brokenhearted woman.  The kind of 
"brokenhearted" that Jesus said the Spirit is upon me to heal. 
 
Follow Jesus to the pool of Siloam.  It was the only thing in that town that passed for 
a hospital because every now and then an angel (the doctor) would manifest and if 
you jumped first in the pool you get healed.  In that crowded waiting room at Siloam 
Jesus asked a cripple "do you want to be healed?" 
 
Or follow Jesus along the sea of Galilee and He calls out to fishermen toiled all night 
and now fish for their hungry families.  Go out again but cast your nets on the other 
side.  Abundance of food for many poor families. 
 
What am I saying here and how does this apply to us here in South Africa? 
 
 I am not interested in an American gospel of the Kingdom where one day in the 
future Jesus arrives in Jerusalem with the armies of heaven to slaughter Arabs and 
Iranians and invading Russians and Egyptians and then sets up a universal 
bureaucracy.   
 
Jesus is saying to me by His Word and by His Spirit that He has baptized me and you 
in the same Spirit He was baptized in and He says to us put my yoke on you and take 
up your cross and follow Me.  And where does Jesus want to go with me yoked to 
Him?  Well it turns out Jesus wants to come to South Africa and where does He want 
to go and what does He want to do? He wants to carry on here what He was doing 
when He left physically 2000 years ago......but this time He is in us doing the 
Kingdom agenda.... 
 
- Jesus wants to go to our municipalities and save the "Publicans" the tenderpreneurs 
ripping off the people's taxes for own benefit. He wants to save them and He wants 
them after they get saved to return the loot they have stole. 



 
- Jesus wants to go into our municipal hospitals among the crowds of sick waiting for 
a medical miracle. 
 
- Jesus wants to go into our homes to heal the abused children and the abandoned and 
brokenhearted mothers who must somehow raise and educate their children alone on a 
pitiful income. 
 
- Jesus wants to go into the monetary temples of Sandton and chase out the corrupt 
banking system which by the way we are about to be designated by the international 
monetary authorities as a danger to the world banking system for all the illegal money 
transfers going in and out of this country. 
 
How does Jesus do this?  Well He says where two or three are gathered together in 
my name there I am in their midst.....and amazingly enough He also said the works 
that I do shall you do and greater!  How? Because the Spirit of the Lord is upon us!  
And when two or three agree and filled in the Spirit then Jesus has come! 
 
Can you see two three nurses with the Spirit of Jesus on them walking the wards of 
Baragwaneth hospital in Soweto with the gifts of the Spirit? Silently laying hands on 
the sick and comforting the bereaved? 
 
Can you imagine a police station with Spirit filled detectives and two or three Spirit 
filled cops with the gifts of the Spirit?  Such as a prophetic gift of a word of 
knowledge, a vision.....of who committed a crime and where and how?   
 
Can you see Spirit filled employees in a factory praying for the management for new 
insights into how to expand the business to make more profits to employ more 
workers to pay higher wages?  
 
When Joel prophesied and Peter confirmed on the day of Pentecost "I will pour out 
my Spirit on all flesh, you sons and daughter will prophecy and your old men dream 
dreams"  God is saying that prophetic power of the gifts of the Spirit are there to 
permeate into all our society.  This is not for spectacular pulpit demonstrations.  We 
are given power for purpose not show.  And if we do not see the power of God it is 
because we have not discerned what the Kingdom agenda is that requires the power 
and gifts of the Spirit. 
 
We don't need Jesus in Jerusalem, we need Jesus in Kayalitsha.  We don't need 
thousands in church on Sunday morning in mega-churches for national revival.  We 
need two or thee Spirit filled people of God manifesting the presence of Jesus in all 
the places in South Africa where Jesus wants to do His Kingdom agenda. 
 
That is how the Kingdom comes.  That is how Jesus returns to earth.  That is how the 
glory of God shines so on a nation that the world takes notice and says What in the 
world is going on in Southern Africa? 
 
  
 


